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GUNNER BECOMES NRHA’S 
ALL-TIME LEADING SIRE

When Andrea Fappani 
won the 2020 National 
Reining Horse Associa-
tion (NRHA) Open Level 
(L) 4 Futurity on All 
Bettss Are Off (Gunner 
x Wimpys Little Chic), 
the historic $250,000 first 
place check catapulted 
legendary sire Gunner to 
the top spot of both the 
NRHA All-Time Lead-
ing Sire and 2020 NRHA 
Leading Sire lists. Seven 
years after his death, the 
NRHA Hall of Fame 
inductee’s move to over 
$12.6 million in sire 
earnings exemplifies total 
domination in the reining 
world.

It was twenty-four 
years ago when Gunner, 
then an unknown floppy-
eared sorrel with a white 
tail, was guided into the 
Jim Norick Coliseum in 
Oklahoma City by NRHA 
Professional Clint Haver-
ty to compete at the 1996 
NRHA Futurity. By the 
time the go-rounds were over, he had grabbed everyone’s 

attention by claiming the 
Open L4 Futurity Reserve 
title and the hearts of rein-
ing fans everywhere.  

By Colonelfourfreckle 
and out of Katie Gun, 
Gunner’s excessive 
white spots kept him 
from registering with the 
American Quarter Horse 
Association (AQHA). He 
was initially registered 
Colonels Smokingun with 
the American Paint Horse 
Association (APHA). Bred 
by Eric Storey, Gunner 
was purchased by Pam 
and Paul Rohus, who took 
the colt to Haverty. With 
Haverty at the reins, he 
also won the Open Rein-
ing Futurity at the APHA 
World Championships. 
Gunner was then sold to 
Kim and Debra Sloan, and 
won another APHA World 
Championship, finished as 
Reserve Champion at the 
National Reining Breeders 
Classic (NRBC), and won 
a gold medal for the United 

States Equestrian Team with the late Bryant Pace.
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In a time before live-streamed video, it was easy to tell 
when Gunner was about to go. The stands would fill, a buzz 
would build, and the anticipation became palpable. The 
cheering started as he moved into sight–long before he ever 
reached the arena gate. Haverty, in typical understated fash-
ion, noted then, “They love Gunner, don’t they?”

He was right. Horsemen and horsewomen everywhere 
loved Gunner and they exalted in the charisma and excite-
ment he brought to the show pen. All totaled, Gunner earned 
$173,000 and was immortalized as a Breyer model horse in 
the early 2000s, but that was only a small part of the legacy 
he was beginning to create.

His impact upon the APHA world was landmark, not 
only in his exemplary performance in APHA competition 
but in how he carried the paint horse name, presence and 
look to other venues and agendas. APHA Executive Direc-
tor Billy Smith said, “The APHA would not have had the 
high-quality reining horses we have today if not for Gunner. 
His impact and legacy are incalculable at this point because 
he is that once-in-a-lifetime individual that was not only 
able to produce great performers, but also to produce sons 
that throw great performers. That has created an exponential 
impact that literally changed the industry.”

Ultimately his footprint grew even larger. When the 
AQHA changed their registration requirements in 2004, 
Gunner registered as Colonels Smoking Gun and began to 
rewrite the record books for yet another association.

Gunner was purchased by NRHA Hall of Famers Tim and 
Colleen McQuay in 2005, following the passing of their 
stallion NRHA Five Million Dollar Sire Hollywood Dun 
It. The McQuays had followed Gunner’s career and even 
hoped to buy him as a 3-year-old. Tim had ridden several 
Gunner colts, which cemented his decision to buy the horse. 
“I loved him when he was showing, but what got me going 
was that we had some colts of his to ride, and I liked them 
a lot. Stopping was easy for them and they did it with style. 
They always let you train them, and then they got better and 
better and better,” McQuay said.

Although Gunner was laid to rest in 2013, his legacy 
continues to grow. First becoming an NRHA Million Dol-
lar Sire in 2007, he became a Two Million Dollar Sire just 
three years later. Since then, his offspring have earned a 
million dollars annually, subsequently moving Gunner to a 
new milestone each year. He crossed the $12 Million Dollar 
threshold in September of 2020 and his 959 foals now have 
average earnings of $13,183.

Gunner’s top earning offspring include:
•     Tinker With Guns (out of Tinker Nic): $344,000 

NRHA LTE
•     Gunners Tinseltown (out of Miss Tinseltown): 

$305,000 NRHA LTE
•     Americasnextgunmodel (out of Cee Dun It Do It) 

$289,486 NRHA LTE
•     All Betts Are Off (out of Wimpys Little Chic): 

$281,000 NRHA LTE
•     NRHA Four Million Dollar Sire Gunners Special Nite 

(out of Mifs Doll): $219,000 NRHA LTE
•     NRHA Four Million Dollar Sire Gunnatrashya (out of 

Natrasha): $218,000 NRHA LTE
•     No Smoking Required (out of Icing Required): 

$185,000 NRHA LTE

NRHA incoming President Rick Clark has owned both 
sons and daughters of Gunner and is quick to credit his 
impact on the industry and to applaud the management of 
his breeding career by the McQuays. “We may never have a 
sire like him come along again for many, many years. They 
guided his path so well. Losing him was a setback but we 
are all thankful they had the foresight to make it so that he’s 
still part of the industry. It’s amazing, really. Gunner has 
made a lot of people happy. Everyone’s happy when they 
have a Gunner baby!”

https://www.markelinsurance.com/equine-and-livestock
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ColiCare is a 
FREE $10,000 
colic surgery 
reimbursement program
combining veterinary wellness care  
and researched hindgut support. With 
several products to choose from, you’re 
sure to find your horse’s best supplement 
match – and they start at just $1.47 a day!

LEARN MORE 
about ColiCare and read Matt’s story at: 
www.SmartPak.com/ColiCare

Made Our

COMEBACK 
POSSIBLE
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TEAM  RIDER 
MATT MILLS, NRHA MILLION DOLLAR RIDER  

SmartPak.com  |  1-800-461-8898
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THE ETERNAL RIDE
With Jason Vanlandingham

NRHA Two Million Dollar Rider Jason Vanlandingham works hard to be one of the NRHA’s top professionals. He also 
strives to serve his Savior any way he can. 

Jason is always willing to pass on the message that he has been given. Now, partnered with WorldWide Slide, God’s 
word is carried even further through The Eternal Ride. Tune in to hear Jason share the lessons the Lord has given him.

If you are moved by this message and want to let Jason know or have questions about your own journey, contact him via 
email at jasonvanlandingham@hotmail.com.

2020 NRHA MARKEL INSURANCE 
FUTURITY SALES REVIEW

Like many things in 2020, 
the National Reining Horse 
Association (NRHA) Markel 
Futurity Sales looked a little 
different this year. In the past, 
the sales have been held in the 
sale pavilion in Barn 3 and 
spread out over several days. This year, four sales were held 

back-to-back on Dec. 3 in the 
Barn 6 arena.

“I personally liked having it 
all the same day,” said Cooper 
Smith, who purchased a top 
seller and consigned two top 

sellers. “I think they had it set up good. They didn’t really 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPF0FAg9xUI&feature=youtu.be
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have a lot showing today, and I think the guys had a fair 
opportunity to be able to look at the horses. Yeah, it’s a long 
day, but you kind of got it one and done and out of the way. 
It was good for everybody.”

A great absence was felt during the sales this year, as 
Doug Carpenter, a member of the sale committee, passed 

away from Covid-19 in November shortly before the Fu-
turity began. Markel Insurance’s Frank Costantini spoke a 
few words in Carpenter’s memory, followed by a moment of 
silence. According to Gary Carpenter, Commissioner of the 
NRHA, though Carpenter was a member of the committee 
and had been the chair in the past, “he was so much more 
than that,” and he will be greatly missed.

Futurity Prospect Sale

The Futurity Prospect Sale kicked off by selling donated 
breedings to 12 stallions to benefit the National Reining 
Horse Youth Association (NRHyA), and the fundraiser col-
lected $16,100. The top-selling breeding was Spooks Gotta 
Whiz, which sold for $3,700.

Thirty-one horses were consigned to the Futurity Prospect 
Sale, and it was hip no. 1018, Colonel Chic Gun, who sold 
for $65,000 as the highest seller.

Consigned by G Reining Horses/Giada Camparsi, Colonel 
Chic Gun is sired by Colonels Shining Gun by Million Dol-
lar Chic out of Smart Chic Olena. The 2018 sorrel colt was 
purchased by Smith for a client of his. Smith said they liked 
the stallion because he checked all of their boxes.

“He’s colored up, he’s a stud, he’s been started the right 
way and he’s by a good horse and out of a good mare,” 
Smith said. “If you write down what you want to buy, he’s 
what you want to buy.”

Colonel Chic Gun spent 330 days in training with Giada 
Camparsi prior to the sale. He is enrolled in the NRHA 
Nomination Program, the NRHA Euro Nomination Program 
and the National Reining Breeders Classic (NRBC).

Colonel Chic Gun’s sire, Colonels Shining Gun, is an 
earner of $112,239. His dam, Million Dollar Chic, is an 
NRHA money-earner whose oldest foal is 3 years old. She 
is a full sister to Mr Millionnic Chic, an earner of $24,838 in 
Australia, and to Mexico Reining Horse Association Derby 
Non Pro Champion Chics Millionnic. Million Dollar Chic’s 

Donate through Amazon Smile,
Rein In Cancer’s Facebook page
or at www.ReinInCancer.com

https://www.reinincancer.com
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grand-dam is Mollie 
Montana, who produced 
Mister Montana Nic, an 
earner of $183,354 and 63 
American Quarter Horse 
Association (AQHA) 
points.

“Giada has done a great 
job with that horse,” 
Smith said of Colonel 
Chic Gun. “He’s going 
to go on and get showed 
probably in the Non Pro 
and maybe even the Open 
next year.”

Charleston LK, hip 
1006, was the second-highest seller after bringing a bid 
of $62,000 from Rick Clark. The 2018 palomino colt was 
consigned by St-Onge Reining Horses/Danny Hostetler and 
had been in training with St-Onge Reining Horses for 330 
days by sale time. The colt is enrolled in the NRHA Nomi-
nation Program, the NRHA Euro Nomination Program and 
the NRBC.

Charleston LK is by Gunnatrashya, the 2009 NRHA Fu-
turity Open Level (L)4 Champion and 2010 NRHA Derby 
Open L4 Champion. Gunnatrashya is a 2 Million Sire and 
has produced two NRHA Futurity Open champions.

Charleston LK’s dam, Jacs Shining Fancy (by Shining 
Spark), is a Rocky Mountain Reining Horse Association 

Summer Slide Futurity 
Co-Reserve Champion and 
has produced nine money-
earners, including Wimpys 
Shining Jac, an earner 
of $12,000, and Classic 
Crome, who has accumu-
lated 355 AQHA points.

The hammer fell at 
$55,000 for third-highest 
seller Spookgotitsmokn, a 
2018 dun colt consigned 
by Randle Tune and 
Sergio Elia. Teresa Wynn 
purchased hip 1028, who 
had been in training with 
Mirjam Stillo for 330 days 

by sale time.

Spookgotitsmokn is by Spooks Gotta Whiz, the 2010 
NRHA Futurity Level 4 Open Champion, 2012 NRHA 
Derby Open L4 Champion and 2012 NRBC Open L4 
Champion. He is the first foal out of his dam, Hollywood 
Dun Gunnit (by Colonels Smoking Gun), who is a full sister 
to Hollywood Gun Dunnit, an earner of $34,000, and half-
sister to Big Sky Whizard, an NRHA Open World Cham-
pion and earner of $65,000. His grand-dam is Isle Bea Dun 
It, an NRHA Novice Horse Open World Champion.

The 2-year-old colt is enrolled in the NRHA Nomination 
Program and the NRBC.

Select Yearling Sale

There were 121 colts and fillies consigned to the Select 
Yearling Sale, and the top seller, Starjac Enterprise, came 
toward the end as hip no. 2119. Consigned by Toyon Ranch 
LLC, the 2019 red dun colt was purchased for $88,000 in a 
partnership between Rick Clark, Tim Anderson and Oded 
Fein.

“What I like about this horse is his dam, Starjac Miss, 
is the dam of Platinum Vintage and also a couple other 
horses,” Anderson said. “I really love the mare cross, and 
so I decided to take a chance on the cross with the Voodoo 
[Shiners Voodoo Dr] because I have one by A Sparkling 
Vintage already.”

By Shiners Voodoo Dr, who won $87,098 and was an 
Open finalist at the 2010 NRHA Futurity, Starjac Enterprise 
is out of Starjac Miss (by Hollywood Jac 86), whose foals 
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have earned $448,000. She is the dam of Platinum Vintage, 
who won $248,000 and was the 2015 NRHA Derby Open 
L4 Champion. She also produced Vintage Glamour, an 
earner of $60,454.

Starjac Enterprise is enrolled in the NRHA Nomination 
Program, the NRHA Euro Nomination Program and the 
NRBC.

“Oded, Rick and I are all good friends, and we decided 
that we wanted to buy one of the better horses we saw going 
through the Yearling Sale,” Anderson added of the partner-
ship he formed with Clark and Fein. “I’d been watching this 
horse since last spring, and so I told Oded and Rick they 
needed to check this horse out. We went ahead and did it 
and they agreed, so we’re happy as a partnership. The horse 
will be going to Andrea Fappani.”

Anderson was also the buyer of the second-highest seller, 

Vintage Ebony, a 2019 sorrel colt. Hip no. 2095, Vintage 
Ebony brought $75,000 for consigner Sterling Ranch.

The colt is out of Ebony Spook (by Smart Spook), an 
earner of $160,000 who is the daughter of Ebony Whiz. 
Ebony Whiz produced 10 money-earners, including NRHA 
World Champion The Shiney Whiz. Vintage Ebony is by A 
Sparkling Vintage, earner of $53,000. He is enrolled in the 
NRHA Nomination Program, the NRHA Euro Nomination 
Program and the NRBC.

With a bid of $71,000, Rick Clark bought the third-
highest seller, hip no. 2109. Spook Electric, a half-brother to 
Vintage Ebony, was also consigned by Sterling Ranch and 
is enrolled in the NRHA Nomination Program, the NRHA 
Euro Nomination Program and the NRBC. The 2019 sorrel 
colt is by Jacs Electric Spark, an earner of $85,000.

Select Breeders Sale

Twenty-one horses walked through the ring during the 
Select Breeders Sale, and it was hip no. 3016, Im Gunna 
Shine, who sold for a sale-topping $95,000. Consigned by 
Cooper Smith, Im Gunna Shine was purchased by Onofre 

Gomez, of California, who has always dreamed of owning a 
direct son of Colonels Smoking Gun.

“We liked just everything from his bloodlines, his color 

https://infomediavideo.com/homepage.html
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and his conformation, to the way he is dispositioned,” Go-
mez said. “He’ll probably be a pleasure horse for a while for 
my daughters and I, and we might start breeding him here in 
the next coming years.”

The 2010 double-bred palomino stallion is an NRHA 
earner of $36,073, collecting paychecks almost every year 
since 2013. By Colonels Smoking Gun and out of the Shin-
ing Spark mare Shiner Light, he is a full brother to two 
other money-earners: Palomino Horse Breeders Association 
World Champion Youth Reining Horse Guns A Shining, and 

$11,971 earner Shina Gun.

Im Gunna Shine is 5-panel N/N. He is the sire of four 
AQHA-registered foals from two crops, including Gunna 
Twist N Shine, a finalist in all levels of the Southwest Rein-
ing Horse Association Futurity Non Pro.

Following right behind Im Gunna Shine as hip no. 3017 
was a foal in utero selling for $45,000 to Richard Vernon. 
Consigned by Toyon Ranch, the 2021 foal is by Colonels 
Smoking Gun and out of Icing Required (by Smart Chic 
Olena), who was the No. 1 leading reining producer in 
2019. Icing Required’s foals have earned $504,000, includ-
ing the foal in utero’s full sibling No Smoking Required, 
who was the 2019 Run For A Million Co-Champion and is 
the No. 1 all-time highest-earning reining stallion.

A 2020 palomino filly also consigned by Toyon Ranch 
brought the third-highest bid of $40,000, selling to Story 
Book Stables. By Colonels Smoking Gun, the filly is out of 
Dun Its Deja Vu (by Hollywood Dun It), making her a full 
sister to NRBC Open L3 Champion Gunner Dun It Again, 
an earner of $113,000.

Dun Its Deja Vu has produced 14 money-earners, totaling 
$244,000. Her 2020 filly is enrolled in the NRHA Nomina-
tion Program and the NRBC, and the seller offered to add 
the NRHA Euro Nomination Program at the buyer’s request.

Marketplace Sale

The Marketplace Sale 
rounded out a full day 
of sales at the NRHA 
Futurity. Hip 4021, Shin-
ers Topgun, sold for the 
highest amount during 
the sale, bringing a bid 
of $69,000 from Rhodes 
River Ranch for consignor 
Smith.

Rhodes River Ranch 
sold the 2019 sorrel colt 
(by Colonels Shining 
Gun) to Smith as a foal, 
and trainer Sean McBur-
ney was excited to have 
him back in their program. 
He particularly likes the colt’s dam, The Prima Ballerina (by 
Topsail Whiz).

“She was a super nice mare to ride,” McBurney said. “I 

only rode her like three 
times, but she felt really 
nice.”

The Prima Ballerina 
earned more than $34,000 
and was Reserve Champion 
in the Wild Card Reining 
Challenge Non Pro Stakes 
in 2017. McBurney’s goal 
with her colt is to try to ex-
pand Rhodes River Ranch’s 
business.

“He just seemed like a 
nice colt,” McBurney said. 
“He’s a very smooth-mus-
cled colt. His conformation, 

I think, is really good. I think he’s a spectacular individual.”

Hip 4051, Buzz Liteyear (Wimpys Little Step x Moon-
stone Mega x Marthas Mega Jac), brought the second-high-
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est bid when the hammer fell at $50,000. Cade McCutcheon 
bought the 2019 buckskin colt, who was also consigned by 
Smith.

Buzz Liteyear is a brother to NRBC Derby Open finalist 
Wimpys Mega Step, an earner of $68,000. His dam is an 
earner of $53,000. The colt is enrolled in the NRHA Nomi-
nation Program and the NRBC.

Two horses brought the third-highest bid of $31,000. The 
first, hip 4029, was SS Diggin For Chex (Pale Face Dunnit 
x Chexynic x Boomernic), a 2019 sorrel colt consigned by 
Heritage Farms, an agent for Korey Wright.

Jimmy and Nancy Nichols purchased the colt, whose great 
grand-dam is Santalina Command. She earned $10,000 and 
produced four money-earners, including AQHA Reserve 
High Point Junior Reining Champion Peppy N Company. 
SS Diggin For Chex is enrolled in the NRHA Nomination 
Program and the NRBC.

The second colt to bring a $31,000 bid was hip 4039, SS 
The Wimp Doctor, another 2019 sorrel colt consigned by 
Heritage Farms as an agent for Tyler O’Neal. SS The Wimp 
Doctor (Shiners Voodoo Dr x Hermosa Wimpy x Wimpys 
Little Step) is a brother to Xtra Handsome Shiner, a finalist 
in the NRHA Futurity Open L3. He is enrolled in both the 
NRHA Nomination Program and the NRBC.

AQHA WAIVES TRADITIONAL 
QUALIFYING REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 

2021 AQHA VRH WORLD, AQHA RHC 
FINALS AND FORD YOUTH WORLD

After careful discussions with the AQHA Show Council, 
AQHA Affiliate Advisory Board, affiliates and advisers; an 
extensive comparison of qualifying data; and evaluating 
the potential continued effects of the pandemic, the AQHA 
Executive Committee has waived the traditional qualifica-
tion requirements for the 2021 AQHA Versatility Ranch 
Horse World Championships and AQHA Ranching Heritage 
Challenge Finals, slated for June 22-27, 2021, at the Lazy 
E Arena in Guthrie, Oklahoma; and the 2021 Built Ford 
Tough AQHYA World Championship Show, tentatively 
scheduled for July 28 - August 8 at the OKC Fairgrounds in 
Oklahoma City.

In September, the AQHA Executive Committee made the 
decision to move forward with traditional qualifying re-
quirements for the 2021 AQHA championship shows. Since 
that announcement, the Executive Committee, AQHA staff 
and Show Council have continued to monitor the situation 
for each championship show to determine if modifications 
need to be made due to the pandemic.

Read more information regarding the 2021 AQHA VRH 
World and AQHA RHC Finals decision. AQHA alliance 
partner the National Ranch and Stock Horse Alliance also 
made the decision to waive qualifying requirements for the 
2021 NRSHA National Championships, which is held in 
conjunction with the AQHA VRH World.

View the data that was reviewed for the 2021 Ford Youth 

World decision. AQHA has established two options to 
compete at the 2021 Ford Youth World. AQHYA exhibi-
tors will have the choice to nationally qualify by the end of 
the qualifying period, April 30, 2021, or will be required to 
meet state/provincial affiliate requirements. Affiliates will 
not have a cap on the total number of entries per class or for 
the show. Youth should contact their youth adviser for more 
details on their local affiliate’s entry requirements. The entry 
process for the 2021 Ford Youth World will remain with the 
youth advisers as it has been in previous years.

The worldwide pandemic continues to impact the lives of 
our members and has restricted the qualifying opportuni-
ties for several AQHA VRH World, AQHA RHC Finals, 
NRSHA National Championships and Ford Youth World 
exhibitors.

We know that waiving traditional qualifying impacts our 
affiliates, and AQHA appreciates their input and their under-
standing as we make these calculated decisions during this 
unprecedented time. We encourage members to continue 
to compete at events that are held in accordance with local, 
state and federal mandates and hosted safely by AQHA 
affiliates. For upcoming events, view the AQHA Show 
Calendar.

The AQHA Executive Committee, Show Council and 
staff will continue to monitor and review the qualifying data 
for the remaining 2021 AQHA championship shows. The 
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Association will publish the most up-to-date information on AQHA.com.

THE ROLLBACK
Take a step back in time with THE ROLLBACK! Each issue features a bit of reining history through articles WorldWide 

Slide owner Cheryl Magoteaux Cody has written covering the events, the people, the skills and the art of reining. It’s a 
chance to remember when...

This article featuring Doug Milholland was printed in the April 1997 issue of Western Horseman.

http://AQHA.com
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http://www.composuremg.com
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http://www.winterpremiersale.com/consignment-form/
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LOOKING FORWARD TO THESE 
UPCOMING 2021 NRHA EVENTS

1/01 - 1/03 Arizona National Livestock Show (2021 Show Year) Scottsdale AZ USA
1/09 - 1/10 SFRHA All Sand No Snow Slide Tampa FL USA
01/18 - 1/23 SCRHA 2020 Champion Show Sydney NS AUS
1/28 - 1/31 Winter Slide Ardmore OK USA
1/29 - 1/31 Heart Of Dixie Southern Slide(T) Perry GA USA
2/06 - 2/07 SFRHA Super Bowl Slide Tampa FL USA
2/12 - 2/22 ARHA Futurity - Half Arabian Scottsdale AZ USA
2/12 - 2/22 ARHA Futurity - Purebred Arabian Scottsdale AZ USA
2/18 - 2/19 Dixie National Quarter Horse Show(T) Jackson MS USA
3/03 - 3/07 Oklahoma Ride & Slide(T) Tulsa OK USA
3/05 - 3/08 West Coast Reining Horse Association Affiliate #1(T) Corning CA USA
3/17 - 3/21 Cactus Reining Classic(T) Scottsdale AZ USA
03/18 - 3/18 Winter Blast(T) Louis MO USA
03/22 - 3/28 Florida Reining Classic(T) Jacksonville FL USA
3/26 - 3/28 History & Champions Ardmore OK USA
4/03 - 4/04 SFRHA Spring Break Slide Tampa FL USA
5/08 - 5/09 SFRHA Cinco De Mayo Slide Tampa FL USA
6/12 - 6/13 SFRHA Welcome to Summer Slide Miami FL USA
7/26 - 7/31 Tuse Euro Slide & NRHA European Championship(T) Regstrup  DNK
9/06 - 9/12 Belgium Futurity Show(T) Koningshooiky  BEL
9/15 - 9/19 Matzendorf Reining Masters 2021 (T) Matzendorf  CHE
10/09 - 10/10 SFRHA Spooky Slide Tampa FL USA


